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PHOTO 1:Bob Vecchio, Pres ident of William Floyd School
Dis trict, Legis lator Kate Browning, Paul Breschard, Mayor of
Mas tic Beach Village, County Executive Steve Levy,
Councilman Dan Panico, Legis lator Ed Romaine, County Clerk
Judith Pascale, Councilwoman Jane Bonner, State Senator
Lee Zelden.

PHOTO 2: Skate board enthus ias ts  with Councilman Dan
Panico and Legis lators  Kate Browning and Ed Romaine

Farmingville, NY - O n Friday, January  14, 2011  at  11:00  am C ounc ilman Dan P anico, will  be  joined by  New York
State  Senator Lee  Zeldin, Suffolk  C ounty  Executive  Steve  Levy, Legis lator Ed Romaine, Legis lator Kate  Browning,
Supervisor Mark Lesko, C ounc ilwoman Bonner, P arks  C ommiss ioner Ed Morris , Local C ivic  Leaders , School Leaders ,
A rea Skateboard and BMX  Enthus ias ts  who contributed to the  des ign of the  skate  park, Friends  and Family  of late
C ounc ilman  Keith  Romaine  to  dedicate  the  new skate  park  fac ility  in  memoriam  to  the  late  C ounc ilman  Keith
Romaine.

"Those  people  who were  fortunate  enough to  know Keith Romaine  knew he  was  a  great  person who believed in the
people  he  represented and believed that children of our communities  should have adequate  rec reational  fac ilities ,"
commented Brookhaven Town C ounc ilman Dan P anico. "Keith researched and des ignated the land on which the skate
park  s its . He  also  worked  with  the  local  youth  who  helped  des ign  this  park, which  will  now bear  his  name  and
commemoration for all to enjoy."

"I  want to thank the Brookhaven Town Board for naming the new skate park in Mas tic  Beach for my son Keith. A s  a
C ounc ilman, he fought hard to make this  skate park a reality so the kids  would have a place to play. Keith s trongly
believed in providing access ible rec reational opportunities  for the kids  of Brookhaven. I t is  a very appropriate way to
remember him," commented Suffolk C ounty Legis lator Ed Romaine.

"Today's  dedication of the Keith Romaine Memorial Skate P ark shows  that even with his  pass ing the vis ion of the late
C ounc ilman Romaine has  lived on. C ounc ilman Dan P anico and the res t of the Brookhaven Town Board have done a
great job in ensuring this  projec t was  completed. This  Skate P ark will be a great benefit to res idents  of the T ri-Hamlet
community and a fitting memorial to C ounc ilman Keith Romaine." Said New York State Senator Lee Zeldin.

"I  want to thank C ounc ilman Dan P anico for working so hard to fulfill this  dream of a skate park envis ioned by the late
Keith Romaine," said A ssemblyman Dean Murray. "Tony Hawk said, 'I  cons ider skateboarding an art form, a lifes tyle
and a  sport,"  and C ounc ilman Romaine  saw that  many  of his  young cons tituents  believed that, too. This  park  will
allow them to  express  themselves  through skating in a  safe  environment, away  from commerc ial  parking lots  and
buildings , where they can compete and enjoy this  sport."

"I  was  happy to have worked with Legis lators  P ete O 'Leary and Kate Browning, and C ounc ilman Keith Romaine and
Dan P anico in helping to make this  skate board park  a reality  for the youngs ters  in the Mas tic -Shirley  community.



I 'm also happy that C ounc ilman Keith Romaine's  name is  fittingly being assoc iated with this  park in perpetuity." Said
Suffolk C ounty Executive Steve Levy.

"I  am sad that C ounc ilman Romaine is  not with us  today s ince we worked together on this  projec t, and it is  fitting to
name  the  skate  park  in  his  honor."  Said  Suffolk  C ounty  Legis lator  Kate  Browning.  "I  would  like  thank  C ounty
Executive  Levy, Supervisor Lesko  and C ounc ilman P anico  in  their efforts  to  finalize  the  park  with me. The  young
people of the community who have been very patient and great advocates  to make this  day a reality will now have an
appropriate place to enjoy their sport. "

"This  is  going to be a fantas tic  rec reation fac ility for our children and I  am happy dedicate it to the late C ounc ilman
Keith Romaine," said Supervisor Lesko.

"Serving on the town board with Keith, I  was  always  s truck by his  pass ion to improve the community he grew up in,
and make a las ting difference for the kids  who live there,"  said C ounc ilwoman Jane Bonner. "This  skate park was  his
pride and joy, and dedicating it in his  name is  a fitting legacy to the memory of this  man, who worked so hard to make
his  town better for all his  neighbors ."

"This  is  a  great  day  for  the  kids  in  our  community.  We  are  extremely  grateful  to  local  government  offic ials ,
particularly, C ounc ilman Dan P anico, Legis lator Kate Browning and the late counc ilman Keith Romaine for all of their
efforts  to see this  dream come true." Said William Floyd School Dis tric t Superintendent P aul C asc iano.

"The skate  park  represents  our efforts  to improve the  quality  of life  of the  children and res idents  of Mas tic  Beach.
Hopefully, the Town and the new V illage will  continue to cooperate to ensure that our community is  the place where
people want to raise their families ." Said P aul Breschard, Mayor of the newly formed Mastic  Beach V illage.

"I  am so happy to see the opening of the Keith Romaine Memorial Skate P ark has  finally arrived. This  has  been a 12
year journey that began with the C ounty of Suffolk allocating funds  and thanks  to the late C ounc ilman Keith Romaine
for obtaining matching fund and finding a perfec t location. Not to mention the continuing efforts  of C ounc ilman Dan
Panico. O ur children will now have a place to skate in a safe and secure spot." Exc laimed Beth Wahl, P res ident of the
William Floyd C ommunity Summit.

"We are hoping this  keeps  the children in a safe environment and off the s treets . We would like to thank the people
who worked so hard to get this  fac ility complete. Spec ifically, C ounc ilman P anico and Legis lator Browning for making
this  happen." Said Bob DeBona, P res ident of the MBPO A .

The new s tate-of-the-art fac ility inc ludes  Hubba Ledges , C hina Bank sec tions , Rainbow Rails , Grind Rails  and more.
The cos t of the new park was  paid for through a $250,000  grant from Suffolk C ounty and $250,000  in capital funding
by  the  Town, which  was  secured  through  the  efforts  of  C ounc ilman  Dan  P anico  and  the  late  C ounc ilman  Keith
Romaine who was  one of the driving forces  behind the projec t and who found the location for this  park.

For more information about the Town of Brookhaven P arks  department and our fac ilities , vis it www.brookhaven.org
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